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	THE FAITH & BELIEF FORUM: Interfaith week 2026 Secondary assembly

	SESSION

	Interfaith week 2026 ‘Lighting the way for a shared future’

	COURSE AIM

	To introduce Interfaith Week 2026 and the theme: ‘Lighting the way for a shared future’ and to inform students about the poetry competition.

	LEARNING OUTCOMES
	By the end of the session participants will be able to – 
· Know the theme of Interfaith week 2026
· Understand the link of the theme to various faiths
· Consider your own thoughts on the theme

	FACILITATOR
	 School teacher

	DURATION
	15 minutes

	EQUIPMENT & TECH
	Laptop (check sounds, camera, suitable lighting and background) 
Internet connectivity and projector.  

	MATERIALS
	PowerPoint & session plan

	GROUP PROFILE

	Secondary school students’ year 7-11



	TIME
	ITEM
	SLIDES / RESOURCES

	
	Welcome and Introduction
	

	3 minutes
	Students enter with ‘Shine’ by Take That playing.  Hyperlink included on the play button on the PowerPoint.  No need to show the video, just audio needed.




	Slide 1





	
	Use of Light
	

	4 minutes
	Show slide two with various images of light.  Ask the following question:

‘We use light all of the time in our lives, look at the images on the slide, Can you think of any more ways that we use light?’

Take answers from the pupils

Show slide 3 and talk about how we use ‘light’ in our language.

‘We talk about light through the language we use, look at the examples on the following slides.’
Discuss the statements, ask students if they have heard of these phrases.
Explain how light is often used as a symbol for many things.  Show slide 6 and talk through how the previous statements can be group by Hope, Joy and Knowledge-strong symbols around Light.




	Slide 2







Slide 3-5






Slide 6

	
	Shine Lyrics
	

	2 minutes
	Ask pupils to think back to the song that was played on the walk into assembly today.
· Show the lyrics
‘What do you think ‘shine’ might mean when we are talking about people?  
This song encourages someone who is struggling to believe in themselves.  It reminds them that they have something special inside them and encourages them to let that light shine.
As you read through the lyrics/listen to the song think about How could you help someone else to shine?’
	
Slide 7

	
	Faith and Light
	

	
2 minutes
	
With the strong symbolism around light, it is not surprising to know that it is also used as a symbol in many religions. 
Look at the images on the slide-do you know what they relate to?
1. Divali
2. Zoroastrian flame
3. Chanukkiah candle
4. The Light of the world
5. Guru: Halo
6. Muslim Symbol

This is why the theme for this year’s Inter Faith Week is ‘Lighting the way for a shared future’.  During this week we will be focussing on the theme and looking at how we can work together as a society to ‘Light the Way for a Shared Future’
	Slide 8










Slide 9

	
	Call to Action
	

	2 minutes
	 Key messages
· Light can have different meanings, but is often used to represent the idea of hope, goodness and guidance.
· We all have the ability to shine, and to help others shine too.

Challenge for the week
· This week, can you be a light for someone else?
· Think of one small thing you could do to help someone feel welcome, happy or supported.
· Notice when you can bring a little more light to someone else’s day and do it!

Reflection
‘Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that.’
Martin Luther King Jr

	





Slide 10







Slide 11

	
	Competition
	

	2 minutes
	Following the success of last year, the Inter Faith Week Poetry Competition will be running again.
We are asking you to write a poem, no more than 30 lines in any style on the theme Lighting the Way for a Shared Future
You can draw on your own experiences, to make it a personal poem, or it can be more general about what various faiths and cultures believe.
Your teacher will judge a Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4  winner in school; the winner will then be sent to the Inter Faith Week team to judge nationally.
This year we are excited to announce that Key Stage 4 judging will be done in partnership with Cambridge University
There will be lots of exciting prizes and certificates for individuals and the school.
Further information and resources to help you with your work can be found on our website
www.ifw4schools.co.uk
Closing date Friday 27th November

	Slide 12
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